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2-hour huddle by Trinamul’s top two on ‘RS names, LS campaign’

Abhishek calls on

MEGHDEEP
BHATTACHARY YA

Calcutta: Trinamul leader
Abhishek Banerjee on Tues-
day visited hisaunt, chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, at her
Kalighat residence for nearly
two hours, with multiple Tri-
namul functionaries saying
that the duo discussed candi-
dates for the Rajya Sabha polls
scheduled for February 27and
key aspects of the Lok Sabha
campaign.

On Tuesday, Abhishek
went straight to Mamata’s res-
idence from the airport on his
arrival from Delhi.

The meeting came amid
purported tension between
the two and their close aides
over differences between the
old guard and the new lot in

the party. However, multiple
sources from either side insist-
ed there was no breakdown of
communication between the
two and they were in fairly
constant touch over texts even
when they weren't frequently
meeting each other in person.

“Three elements could
have featured in the talks.
First, Rajya Sabha candidates.
Second, some Lok Sabha can-
didates and the fact that the
Trinamul poll campaign has
been in somewhat of a limbo
and needs to be launched with
a bang without further ado.
Third, that bang, possibly by
way of amegarally of Brigade
proportions,” saidan insider.

“Both had been talking
about the broad contours of
these things, textually, for
days,” he added.

CM for ‘poll talk’

Mamata Banerjee.
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The five Rajya Sabha va-
cancies are that of Trinamul's
Subhasish Chakraborty, Abir
Ranjan Biswas, Md Nadimul
Haque and Santanu Sen, be-
sides the Congress’s Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, who won with
Mamata's backing. Now, Tri-

Abhishek Banerjee.
File picture
namul is likely to get four
based on their Assembly num-
bers, and the BJP one.

“The nomination process
begins on Friday for the Feb-
ruary 27 Rajya Sabha polls.
The announcement of the
names would be made by her

(Mamata) in a day or two.
Two of the outgoing four are
almost certainly going to be
sent again. The other two are
likely to be replaced,” said a
Trinamul MP.

The BJP's leader of lhe

ition in the A

“His (Abhishek’s) ab-
sence from the party’s Red
Road dharna dais triggered a
lot of conjecture from all quar-
ters. He will probably show up
now,” the source added.

A 'l‘rmamul mslder, a

Suvendu Adhikari, in Delhi on
Monday to meet Union home
minister Amit Shah and other
seniors, got one name ap-
proved from a list of six for the
BJP's Rajya Sabha candidate
from Bengal.

“In a conciliatory gesture
(towards Abhishek), the aunt
did not want to unilaterally
announce the names before
discussing with him face to
face. This meeting further un-
derscored his position as Tri-
namul’s Number Two,” said a
source.

self-pr

between the old and the new
camps of the party, said an
ever-increasing disquiet was
prevailing over the recent dis-
tance between the two most
important faces of Bengal's
ruling party.

"Thls has deferred (Tri-
namul’s) plans to dive head-
long into the general election
(campaign), which is nei-
ther good for the old nor the
new camps,” he said. “Hope-
fully we will be told of the
plans for the mega (poll cam-
paign) launch this week.”

Howrah duo
arrested for
Guwahati
murder

ANAND JAISWAL

Guwahati: A 25-year-old
woman and her 23-year-old
friend from Bengal's Howrah
district were arrested in con-
nection with the murder of a
Pune-based businessman in
a Guwahati hotel on Monday
afternoon, police said.

Guwahati police said An-
jali Shaw and Vikash Kumar
Shaw from Hrishikesh Ghosh
Lane in Howrah district were
arrested in less than two hours
of the duo leaving the hotel
“together” for the airport to
catch the 9.15pm Indigo flight
to Calcutta.

The police received a call
from the management of
the Radisson Blu Hotel that
the guest (Sandeep Suresh
Kamble, 44) in Room No 922
“might be sick and that some-
one should check on him”. But
the police found the victim
“lying dead in a pool of blood™
when they rushed to check on
him. The “call” was made by
Vikash.

An FIR was lodged on a
complaint by the victim’s
brother, Vishal, on Tuesday.

Sharing the sequence of
events leading to the murder,

Sandeep Suresh Kamble

police claimed the victim
Kamble — was a married busi-
nessman from Pune dealing
in cars and diamonds. He met
Anjali in Calcutta in Septem-
ber last year while on a busi-
ness tripto thecity.

Anjali was a store manager
of a restaurant, Saptagiri, at
the Calcutta airport, the po-
lice said. The deceased used
to “send her expensive gifts”,
the police said. “The victim,
though married, wanted to
marry Anjali and kept on
forcing her to break off her re-
lationship with Vikash. Grad-
ually, they fell apart,” a police
officer said.

“But the victim started
blackmailing her. When Anja-
li could not bear the “regular
torture any longer”, she along
with her boyfriend “hatched”
a plan tomeet Sandeep.

They agreed to meet at a
hotel in Guwahati and on Feb-
ruary 5, Vikash entered An-
jali's and Sandeep’s room as
planned. After that, a scuffle
ensued between Vikash and
the victim. During the scuffle,
Sandeep was severely injured
and later died

Rahul promises GST change

ANIMESH BISOEE

Jamshedpur: Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
promised changes in the goods
and service tax (GST) and a
new financial plan for the ben-
efitof small and medium busi-
nesses.

During his Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra in Jharkhand’s
Gumla district, the Wayanad
MPsaid: “We will bringchang-
es in the GST and draw up a
new financial plan for the ben-
efitof small and medium busi-
nesses if we (read INDIA bloc)
come to power. These sectors
have been the worst hit from
the GST.”

During a visit to a choco-
late-making factory in Ooty
last year, Rahul had said if
voted to power, his party
would revisit the GST and
shared on social media han-
dles that there would be one
tax slab and not five (slabs).
He had also suggested setting
up industrial hubs to assist
small businesses and alleged
that the modern GST regime
was in favour of bigindustrial
groups.

He said therevival of small
and medium businesses would
open employment opportuni-
ties for weaker sections and
tribals.

The Congress leader re-
jected claims of differences
among the constituents of
the INDIA bloc and claimed

Rahul Gandhi

that Trinamul Congress lead-
er and Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee was part of
the alliance.

“Mamata Banerjee is very
much part of the INDIA al-
liance and most other mem-
bers of the bloc are still in the
grouping. Nitish Kumar has
left the alliance and he’s gone
to the BJP. You can guess the
reasons for his exit. That's

fine. We'll fight in Bihar as
the INDIA alliance. So, Idon’t
agree that lots of our partners
are not part of the alliance,”
said Rahul.

He added that the alliance
constituents were carrying
forward their negotiations for
seat sharing.

The Congress leader took
adig at the BJP and wondered
“why were they obsessed with

Munda, a of tribal icon Birsa Munda, at
Khunti in Jharkhand on Tuesday. Picture by Manob Chowdhury

logs”.

“What harm have dogs
done to the BJP?" Rahul
said when a reporter asked
him about a video shared on
social media by BJP leader
Amit Malviya. During Rahul's
Jharkhand leg of the Yatra,
the video shows, Rahul hand-
ing over a biscuit to a dog's
owner when the animal re-
fused to eatit.

Searches by
ED in four
districts in
job ‘scam’

KINSUK BASU

Calcutta: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Tuesday
carried out search and sei-
zure operations at multiple
addresses in Bengal's four
districts in its maiden investi-
gation into alleged irregulari-
ties in the execution of the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA).

Separate teams from the
central investigating agency
fanned out early morning and
reached the quarters of a gov-
ernment official in Jhargram,
the house of a panchayat em-
ployee in Hooghly's Chander-
nagore , the residence of an
expelled panchayat worker
in Murshidabad and a former
block development officer’s
residence in Salt Lake, North
24-Parganas.

Senior ED officers said
Tuesday’s search operations
followed the investigating
agency filing an enforce-
ment case information report
(ECIR) based on five first
information reports (FIRs)
that were lodged at multiple
police stations in the state.
The FIRs included two at
Murshidabad’s Beldanga
police station and one at
Hooghly’s Dhanekhali police
station.

“There are allegations
that fake job cards were cre-
ated to first receive the funds
earmarked for the 100-day job
scheme and then siphon off
the money. The probe is aimed
at finding out whether crores
of rupees of government

funds were siphoned off,” the
senior official said.
The ED team which

searched the house of the
administrative officer at Ba-
churdoba in Jhargram with
central forces in tow also ques-
tioned him for several hours.

Delhi hawk-eyed on deleted job

PRANESH SARKAR

Calcutta: The Centre is appar-
ently clearing the decks to ask
the Bengal government un-
comfortable questions on al-
leged funds pilferage through
deleted job cards under the
MGNREGS, multiple bureau-
crats said on a day the En-
forcement Directorate raided
at least four places in the Tri-
namul-ruled state to probe
“anomalies” in the running of
the flagship central scheme.
“The Centre has asked
the state to send a detailed
report on deleted job cards.
Questions on whether prop-
er processes were followed in
cancelling job cards have been
asked. The state government
has asked the districts to send
a panchayat-wise report on
deleted job cards. On receiving
reports from districts, the re-
port will besent to Delhi,” said
asenior Nabanna official.
Sources aware of the de-
velopment said 36.37 lakh job
cards were deleted since the
inception of the scheme in
Bengal in 2008. The number of
deleted workers stands at 1.26
crore during the same period.

“But the Centre is curious
about the job cards deleted be-
tween 2019-20 and 2021-22. The
details of deleted job cards can
reveal if funds were trans-
ferred to the linked bank ac-
counts,” another official said.

Raising questions over de-
leted job cards assumes signif-
icance as the BJP Nandigram
MLA and leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Assembly, Suvendu
Adhikari, has been repeatedly
alleging that the Trinamul has
siphoned a handsome amount
allotted under the 100 days’
job scheme through fake job
cards. Adhikari had also al-
leged that many fake job cards
were deleted when the govern-
ment sensed an inquiry was
inevitable.

Anofficial gave the details
of ajob card.

“A job card is issued to a
family in a rural area. If there
is more than one member in
the family, names of all work-
ers will be registered on the
job card. If the entire family
migrates to a different state
or withdraws names, the job
card is cancelled or deleted.
In case any member migrates
or withdraws his or her name,

AnED official speaks to a villager during a raid on the house

of a panchayat official in

Hooghly’s Chandernagore on

Tuesday. Picture by Amit Kumar Karmakar

that particular name is struck
off but the card remains with
the names of other members,”
said the official.

At regular intervals, au-
thorities verify job cards. In
case a member is absent at
the official hearing, he gets a
notice. If the worker does not
respond to three such notices,
his name could be struck off.

Now, the BJP has alleged
that crores were siphoned
off through fake job cards
in Bengal. Officials said this
funds theft is possible through
fake job cards if funds are

transferred to accounts reg-
istered against fake names in
job cards.

“But before that, gram
panchayats have to prepare
fake muster rolls by using
fake job cards.... Although
using fake cards is almost
impossible now as the Centre
has made tagging of Aadhaar
mandatory with job cards, it
was a different situation a few
years ago,” said a source.

Sources said that the Cen-
tre wanted to know whether
all processes were followed
before the job cards were de-

cards

leted. If the processes were not
followed while deleting the job
cards, it raises suspicion that
the cards were for actual work-
ers. Moreover, if the cards
have been cancelled, the Cen-
tre wants to know why, said a
senior official.

The Centre also wants de-
tails of the deleted job cards
as it would help check wheth-
er funds were transferred to
these workers' accounts, said
sources.

Sources in the panchayat
department said that initially
the Centre was sending teams
to check the situation on the
ground. But after the state
sent action-taken reports on
the recommendations sent by
the Centre after the release of
funds under the 100 days’ job
scheme was stopped, the Cen-
tre picked up the deleted job
card issue.

“Itnow seems that the Cen-
tre has focused its attention
on deleted job cards. It is still
not clear how many job cards
had been cleared between
2019-20 and 2021-22. Once we
get reports from the districts,
we'll know the exact num-
bers,” said asource.

» FROM PAGE 1

Trinamul leaders believe that
Mamata’s decision to clear the
wage backlog without waiting
for the Centre was a deft po-
litical move ahead of the Lok
Sabha polls as it lent credence
tothe narrative of central dep-
rivation that the party wants
to use as the main poll plank
against the Modi government.

The Trinamul top brass
has already asked the district
units to launch a massive cam-
paign to take Mamata’s Febru-
ary 3announcement to every
village as part of a larger plan
to showcase the Modi regime
as “anti-Bengal”.

A senior Trinamul leader
said by unleashing the ED, the
BJP made it clear Mamata’s
decision took them by sur-
prise. “The truth is that the

Raids after wage pledge

BJP has lost its mind after our
chief minister's announce-
ment... The BJP leaders in
Bengal started running here
and there after they realised
that their plan to create havoc

Mamata’s decision to clear
the dues, a source in the saf-
fron camp said, is a jolt to that
“gameplan”.

“As the people of Bengal
are not just happy but are
also i i for

inrural

economic embargo had gone
awry and they set the ED on
us,” said Panja, the Trinamul
MLA from Shyampukur.
Several BJP insiders had
saidin private over the last few
months that the party hoped
to reap political dividends
in rural Bengal as the funds
freeze had started affecting
the rural economy — charac-
terised by joblessness — and
they could hold Trinamul re-
sponsible for the situation.

her decision, the BJP wants

to change the narrative and

hence the increased activity

ol‘ central agencies,” Panja
added.

A Trinamul leader close to
Mamata said on Tuesday that
the party would intensify the
ongoing sit-in and expose how
the Modi government is “rat-
tled by Didi’s decision”.

The BJP leaders, however,
repeated their allegations of
irregularity in the implemen-

tation of the rural job scheme
in Bengal.

“They issued fake job cards
and used so many tricks to de-
falcate funds.... The state gov-
ernment purchased a mango
sapling for Rs 40 while it was
available in the market at Rs
20. Similarly, they purchased
a coconut tree for Rs 250, while
the market price was Rs 40. If
the ED investigates the scam
properly, the government has
to set up a temporary jail at
the Brigade Parade Grounds
or the Sahid Minar ground
to accommodate the arrested
persons,” Adhikari said on
Tuesday.

On the use of the ED for
political gains, hesaid: “Idon’'t

know what Shashi Panja told
you (about unleashing the
ED). Your question is how
was the ED involved in the
case? It is similar to the PDS
scam when the ED took over
several pending police cases
filed previously over alleged
corruption in ration distri-
bution. Government officials,
panchayat functionaries and
job card holders had lodged a
few hundred cases regarding
corruption and anomalies
under the MGNREGA. As the
state police did not complete
probes in those cases, the ED
took over such complaints
under provisions of the PMLA
(Prevention of Money Laun-
dering) Act,” the Nandigram
MLA added.

“Now that the probe has
begun, it will not be stopped,”
he added.

BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari, nlnns wnh party MLAs,

1\Lsday.

BJP cries for
CAG report

SAIBAL GUPTA
AND SNEHAMOY
CHAKRABORTY

Calcutta: The Budget session
in the Assembly on Tuesday
saw chaotic scenes with BJP
legislators sloganeering after
the Speaker rejected an ad-
journment motion moved by
some MLAs of the saffron
camp demanding the CAG re-
port be tabled in the House.

According to the CAG re-
port, the state government was
responsible for not submitting
2.4 lakh utilisation certificates
of projects worth nearly Rs 2
lakhcrore.

Minutes before noon dur-
ing Question Hour, six BJP
legislators, including the lead-
er of the Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari, moved the adjourn-
ment motion, urging that the
CAG report be tabled and
discussed. However, Speaker
Biman Banerjee dismissed
any discussion on the motion,
sparking a protest by BJP

MLAs.

The BJP MLAs did not
leave the House but disrupted
the proceedings by raising slo-
gans to demand a probe into
the alleged misappropriation
of funds cited in the report.

“Iam not going to suspend
anyone likein the Rajya Sabha
and Lok Sabha,” Speaker Ba-
nerjee said before adjourning

the House, referring to the 146
MPs suspended during the
winter session of Parliament
for creating “chaos”.

BJP legislators then went
to the Assembly gates, shout-
ing slogans and brandishing
posters.

“If the Speaker had gone
by convention, he would have
allowed us to read the ad-
Jjournment motion but instead
of doing that, he rejected it.
This proves that the govern-
ment is scared of the CAG
report. Despite this, we didn't
walk out of the Assembly till
the House was adjourned,”
Adhikari told reporters.

“The CAG report also says
that there are numerous fake
accounts and the state govern-
ment was responsible for di-
verting funds,” Adhikari said,
adding that the BJPlegislators
would march to governor C.V.
Ananda Bose after the session
and ask him to request the
CAG to lodge an FIR against
the chief minister.

Reacting to Adhikari’s alle-
gations, senior Trinamul lead-
er Sobhandeb Chattopadhyay
said: “The CAG report also
says that the Centre is respon-
sible for misappropriating
funds worth Rs 7.5 lakh crore.
They (the BJP MLAs) are tell-
inglies about the state govern-
ment. Let them speak about
the Centre first....”

TOF WEST BENGAL
Department of Science and Technology and Biotechnology

Advi.Notice

The 31 West Bengal State Science & Technology
2024 will be organised by the Dept. of Science
hnology and Biotechnology, Govt of WB on 28"
and 29™ February, 2024 at Science City, Kolkata where
the awardees of the outstanding papzrs of the 6™ Regional
make presentation of their papers on twelve
plines. Besides, there will be Memorial
Lectures and Invited Lectures by the eminent scientists on
new inventions and other contemporary sciertific issues.
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Selected young researchers and faculties of the different
es of the Siate, pursuing scientific
reszarch works will beallowed to attend these lectures, as
per their preference and participate in the discussion.

Colleges/Universil

Intending candidates are to submit online applications in
the prescribed format withir
ted candidates will be
per the accommodation capacity of the Venue.
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OF MMOVABLE P
E-Andlon Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the
ion and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement

of Security Intorest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule
to Rule € (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Natice Is hereby given 1o the public in general and in particular to e Borrcwer
(s) and Guaranto" (s) that he belcw-described immovable

mortgage

Limited, the Secured Credi
is", and "Whatever there

arged to the Securec Craditcr, the Physical Possession of
which has been tacen by the Authorized

. will te sold on "As
is" on 28" February, 2024 for the recovery of

Room No. 401, 4th Floor, Camzc Square, 24,Camac Street,

ty Interest En
ATH

(6) and proviso

properties

Officer of Aditya Birla Finance
where 5", "As is what

Rs.3,68,53,174/- (Rupees Three Crore Sixty-Eight Lakhs F.«,.vhue
Thousand One Hundred Seventy Four only) as on 31-052022 (This
amount Is excdusive of TDS Calculaton and Pre-Payment Charges, as
apolicable) due to Aditya Bila Finance Limited, the Secured Creditor from 1.
KASHIF HASAN (Borrower), 2. NUZHAT JAHAN [GUARANTOR), anc for
|M recovery of futhe: sum of Rs.1,37,63,270.31i- (nup-e. One Crore
Thirty-Seven Lakhs Sixty-Three Thousand Two Hundred Seventy and
Paise Thirty-One only) as on 30-05-2C22 (This amaunt o exchivo of TDS
Calcuation and Pr-Paymant Chaiges. as applicaie) due to Aditya Bira
Firance Limited, the Secured Creditor fron 1. MS EXOTIC LEATHERS
(Borrower] THROUGH ITS PROPRIETOR KASHIF HASAN, 2. NUZHAT
JAHAN (GUARANTOR).
The Reserve Price of the Secured Asset being immovable property will
be Rs.3,03,34,500/- (Rupees Three Crores Three Lakhs Thirty-Four
Thousand Five Hundred only) and the Earnest Money Deposit will be
Rs.30,33,450/- (Rupees Thirty Lakns Thirty-Three Thousand Four
Hundred Fifty Only).

— Description of the Immovable Property T
ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF THE Cffice Spaces being Office Space
roe. 092, 5 & 004 conliairg by memnrweert mpe Ll w3 s of 27

2 same a litlz more cr less, 01 the Sixth floor cf the buiding named
RRlSHA (26 years cid) lying situate at or upon the leasehold land of the
d Fromisos bong municipal promises no. 224A, Acrarya Jagadish
Chandra Bose Road, Kolkata ~ 700017 TOGETHER 'WITH propotionate,
undivided, impartible share in the leasendid land of the said Fremses
atributable to the said office spaces being a piece and parcel of leasehold
land measuring about ¢ Bigha 7 Cottahs, ba the same 3 litfe more or less,
being municipal premisss No. 2244, Jogdish Chancra Bose Road, Kolkata-
700017 (portion of previous municipal premises No. 224, 224/1, Acharya
Jagdish Chandra Bose Road and porion of premses No. 68, Balygunge
Cireular Road) under Muncipal Ward No. 69 within the Imits of Kolkata
Municipal Corporation under Poice Staton Karaya in the district of South 24
Parganas (3ecbagen 1o Mintu Park on read) ALONG WITH commmon rights in
the common areas and faciities/amenites of the said building end the said
Premises and the rtes_appurtenant thereto for berefical Lse and
enjoyment of the sforesaid office spaces. The saic premise is buted and
bounded as folows: On the North: 3y Acha'ya Jagadish Chandra Road ;0n
the South: By Annapuma Apanment :On the West: By Balygunge Ciraular
Road On the East: Ey partly by 22¢, Acharva .agadish Chandra Bose
Road;end partly Chapel being 224/1, Actaryz Jagadish Chandra Eose Rozd.
For detailec terms and conditions of the sale, please refer 1o the link provided in

Secured Creditor's wel n i
I’ wﬂh*ﬂm\!uﬂ’l $-10r-Auction-undei-SARFAESI-Acl.espx_or
ls

Aditya Birla Fmanc. Limi l
(9503198114)

D: Februay
Place:Kolkata




